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Minutes of Meeting held at 7.15pm on Tuesday 7th April 2026
1.Welcome, Apologies, and Declarations of Interest
Chair Cllr K Salter welcomed all attendees.
Present:  Cllr K Salter (Chair),Cllr Mulligan (Vice-Chair), Cllr Knowles, Cllr Rigby, Cllr Halliday, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Whitfield, Cllr A Salter         
Apologies:  None
Absent: Cllr Dixon
Declarations of Interest: None.
2. Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on Monday, 2nd March 2026, were approved as a true and         accurate record and signed by the Chair.
3. Matters Arising
Cllr Halliday attended the March Colne Area meeting as Cllr K. Salter was on holiday and provided an update on enforcement at The Sidings. She advised that Planning Enforcement will be taking   further action and will serve notice on the correct landowner (Heritage Rail), rather than the        residents.
4. Public Participation
There were no members of the public in attendance.
5. County and Borough Councillor Reports
Lancashire County Council
Once again the LCC Councillor was NOT in attendance and no apologies had been received.
Pendle Borough Council
Cllr K. Salter provided the following update:
At the recent Full Council meeting, two key areas were discussed, including the Pride of Pendle funding allocation. Firstly Cllr Salter reported that various concerns, as questions to the Leader, were raised regarding how this funding was being allocated. For example, the scoring system, the paving works around the War Memorial in Colne, with an  estimated cost of £200,000 and the paving outside the front of the Market Hall, the main comment was that this was already completed in February. 
The added area for the Colne Conservation Area along Keighley Road was also considered. Cllr Salter reported that 93% of residents were in favour; however, a complaint submitted by the Chair of the Pete Birtwistle Trust has resulted in the matter being deferred pending     review. 
Cllr Salter confirmed that these matters were also discussed at the last Area Committee meeting, and that the Area Committee had agreed to send adjustments to the funding allocations for Colne projects for the Executive to consider.
In addition, Cllr Salter advised that he had met with the Borough engineer to inspect the War Memorial in Foulridge and provide costings for any required works prior to the 100th Year Celebrations in September. An update will be provided at a future meeting.

6. Allotments and Parish Land
Allotments
The Clerk confirmed that all allotment invoices for 2026/27 have been issued. 
Councillors noted that, following a request from plot holders, a skip had been provided for their use. 
Cllr Mulligan proposed that the Parish Council take over Plot 22c due to limited sunlight and waterlogging, which makes it unsuitable for cultivation and difficult to let
Decision: It was agreed that the Council will take over Plot 22c and use it for storage.
Parish Land
It was agreed that the conifer tree around the Old Duck Pond should be removed and  replaced with new planting, which will be maintained by the Council. 
The Clerk confirmed that all Parish Land invoices for 2026/27 have been issued to tenants. 
7. Handyman and Repairs
There were no updates regarding handyman works or repairs.
8. Finance
The following payments were approved:
	Sky Business
	Broadband charges for Village Hall 07.03.26-06.04.26
	39.64
	07.03.26

	Whitesides Tree Care
	Work undertaken at Duck Pond 
	320.00
	07.03.26

	Waterplus
	Water for allotments 08.02.26-07.03.26
	48.42
	30.03.26

	Blackburn Skips Ltd
	Skip hire for Allotments
	270.00
	11.03.26

	Hey Farm Plants
	village spring planting
	324.90
	14.03.26

	Icon Web Design
	Website development & registration of domain
	138.00
	15.03.26

	Hey Farm Plants
	Plants
	76.50
	20.03.26

	Fusion Technologies
	2 x laptops, cases and technical services
	1143.60
	22.03.26

	Peter's Landscaping and Garden
	Final grass cut 25/26
	350.00
	23.03.26

	All Equestrian Services
	To supply and build 2 planters 
	270.00
	24.03.26

	B & Q
	supplies to renovate village planters
	67.49
	26.03.26

	Caretakers Salary
	March 26 - Month 12
	284.24
	31.03.26

	Clerks Salary
	March 26 - Month 12
	422.96
	31.03.26

	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NIC - Mar 26
	193.33
	31.03.26

	Hey Farm Plants
	Plants for Village planting
	82.96
	28.03.26

	B & M
	paper for general printing
	6.50
	30.03.26

	Peter's Landscaping and Garden
	Work carried out in War Memorial garden
	150.00
	30.03.26



Resolved: The payments totalling £4,188.54 were approved for payment.
The Council agreed to increase the Clerk’s hours to 10 per week and to amend the salary scale to SCP 16.
The 2025/26 year-end accounts were received and noted, subject to minor adjustments to the IT budget and the Village General and Maintenance budget.
Councillors approved the appointment of the internal auditor for the 2025/26 accounts.
Feedback from the Finance Sub-Committee
No Finance Sub-Committee meeting has taken place since the previous Council meeting.
9. Insurance renewal
The Council considered the insurance renewal quotation and the available options.
Resolved: That the three-year Long Term Agreement (LTA) option be approved as the Council’s    preferred option.
10. PBC Asset Transfer Review
Councillors considered the five assets offered by Pendle Borough Council. It was agreed that the Parish Council would assume responsibility for the footpath from Alma Avenue to Burwain Avenue.  Councillors resolved not to take on the grassed area at Town Top. The remaining assets had been declined at a previous meeting.
11. Outstanding Policies and Procedures
Councillors considered the proposed changes and confirmed they were satisfied with the updates.
Resolved: Councillors approved the updated Financial Regulations and Risk Management register as presented.
12. Declarations of Interest – Land Section Review
Councillors were invited to review their Declaration of Interest forms, with particular attention to the land/property section, to ensure accuracy and compliance.
It was noted that some councillors had not been aware that they needed to include their residence on the form. Councillors were given the opportunity to update their forms if they wished to do so.
Resolved: Councillors confirmed they would review and, where necessary, update their Declaration of Interest forms to ensure all relevant land and property interests are accurately recorded.
The Clerk will collect any updated forms once completed and ensure they are filed appropriately for audit purposes.
13. Council Email Addresses
Cllr Halliday provided an update on the new Council email addresses.
Noted: All councillors have now been issued with a .gov email address. Councillors are requested to download Outlook and inform the Clerk so the official change can take place by the end of April. Councillors are reminded that these email addresses will then be used for all Council                       correspondence.
14. Planning Applications
No new planning applications had been received.
15. Horticulture
Cllr A Salter advised that the new planters have been installed and painted.
The barrel planters are also in the process of being painted black and gold.
16. Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF)
Cllr Knowles reported that a meeting with the LEF representative took place on 24th March. The meeting was positive, with all questions addressed satisfactorily. The matter will now be considered by the LEF Board on 3rd June, who will make the final decision.
17. Community Update
Cllr K. Salter reported that PIP funding has been agreed for two projects: the playground resurfacing and the re-roofing of the Village Hall. The release of funds has been delayed due to a request from the local MP for a review of the methodology used to allocate funding to projects.
Cllr K Salter reported he has submitted a request for £4,000 to the Colne Area allocation to fund the restoration of the Lime Kiln, with the aim of enhancing it as a village feature and local tourist attraction.
Cllr Halliday provided an update on the recent litter pick, which was well attended. Foulridge        collaborated with Kelbrook, Sough, and the MAD team from Barnoldswick. A total of 35 bags of litter were collected from Foulridge and Kelbrook, and 18 bags from Barnoldswick. Cllr Halliday  extended thanks to Pendle Borough Council, Kelbrook and Sough Parish Councils, and the MAD team for their involvement.
Cllr Halliday also reported that she has contacted Lancashire County Council Highways and United Utilities to request the collection of equipment left after completed works and to address instances of rubbish being left in the area by workmen.
18. Correspondence
Cllr K. Salter reported that the Angling Society has requested him to check if an extension to the   tarmac area by the entrance to Foulridge sign between the Upper and Lower Reservoirs, to          consider a larger parking area. The idea being to create a car park, following reports of vehicles blocking the pavement. It was noted that the cost of this work would be prohibitively expensive but he suggested that they contact LCC Highways to ask their opinion.
Cllr K. Salter said that the Gregg Stevenson Trophy was due at the end of the school year and award for a selected pupil at the local school.
Decision: Councillors agreed that the nominated pupil will receive an engraved trophy and a £50 Amazon voucher,  and the two runners-up will receive £25 gift vouchers. All three will also receive         certificates.

19. Date of Next Meeting
Members noted that the next scheduled meeting date falls on a Bank Holiday. It was agreed that the next meeting will instead be held on Monday 11th May.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm
Date of next meeting is Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.15pm
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting.
Please contact the Clerk, Kathryn Todd on 07583 491135 prior to the meeting
or email:
mail@foulridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
if you wish to speak on a particular topic.
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