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Minutes of Meeting held at 7.15pm on Monday 3rd November 2025

1. Welcome, Apologies, and Declarations of Interest
Chair Cllr K. Salter welcomed all attendees.
Present: Cllr K. Salter (Chair), Cllr Mulligan (Vice-Chair), Cllr Knowles, Cllr A. Salter, Cllr Rigby,  Cllr Whitfield, Cllr Halliday, Cllr Dixon   
Also in attendance – 3 members of the public       
Apologies: Cllr Nicholson
Declarations of Interest: None.
2. Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on Monday, 6th October, were approved as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair.
3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Public Participation
No questions or comments were raised by members of the public.
5. County and Borough Councillor Reports
Lancashire County Council:
No representative from Lancashire County Council was present, and therefore no update was provided. The Council was disappointed that, once again, no LCC Rural councillor attended the meeting and the Clerk had received no information or feedback from him.
Pendle Borough Council:
Cllr K. Salter provided the following updates:
At the Area Committee meeting held on 9th October, planning permission was granted for three holiday lodges with allocated parking on a development on Red Lane.
New signage has been proposed for the main road entrances to Colne.
Anti-social behaviour: The Colne Youth Action Group (CYAG) will be arranging a walkabout of areas where anti-social behaviour has been reported. The aim being to interact with children to inform them of activities that are available by joining CYAG.
At the next Colne Area Council meeting, there will be a discussion regarding the planning application for a new 3G pitch at Park High School. The proposal includes floodlighting and provision for hire by external organisations up until 10 p.m.; however, this has prompted  objections from local residents.
Council tax on empty properties: Cllr K. Salter advised that he has received enquiries from residents being charged double council tax on properties under renovation. He explained that properties which have been empty for more than 12 months are subject to this charge, even if renovation work is ongoing. He stated that if a resident is affected by this, they can contact PBC to discuss the issue. 
6. Allotments and Parish Land
Cllr Whitfield reported that he has spoken to the individual delivering wood chip to the hopper to ensure that future deliveries are properly placed into the hopper.
It was noted that the fence at the old duck pond is scheduled to be renewed this week.
Cllr K. Salter referred to recent correspondence from Pendle Borough Council concerning the transfer of assets. It was agreed that the Finance Sub-Committee will review the correspondence and confirm which parcels of land belong to the Parish Council.
7. Handyman and Repairs
Cllr Mulligan reported that the structural sections of the play equipment in the Gregg  Stevenson Play Park have now been treated with preservative.
It was also observed that the playground gate closing mechanisms require inspection and possible adjustment.
8. Finance
The following payments were approved:
	B&M
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	21.65
	01.10.25

	Sainsbury's
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	4.00
	01.10.25

	Primark
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	17.00
	01.10.25

	Home Bargins
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	15.99
	01.10.25

	Poundland
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	4.00
	01.10.25

	Sky Business
	Broadband charges for Villge Hall 07.10.25-06.11.25
	38.94
	07.10.25

	Pendle Borough Council
	Charge for inspection and Maintenance of play area 25/26
	437.33
	07.10.25

	Defib Warehouse
	Physio Control Lifepak CR2 replacement battery kit
	258.00
	07.10.25

	Paintwell
	Wood preserve and stain (playground equipment)
	162.24
	08.10.25

	Roy James Handyman
	Work on wooden equipment at the playground
	196.57
	10.10.25

	Waterplus
	Water for allotments 08.09.25-07.10.25
	181.56
	27.10.25

	Peter's Landscaping and Garden
	Hedge removal at Play area
	1800.00
	13.10.25

	Peter's Landscaping and Garden
	Crown lifting 10 trees, pruning 4 smaller plus grass cut
	2200.00
	13.10.25

	Morrisons
	40xselection boxes for children's Xmas party
	70.00
	14.10.25

	Paintwell
	Wood  stain (playground equipment)
	155.66
	14.10.25

	Farmhouse Biscuits
	Tins of biscuits for over 60's Christmas luch
	174.90
	16.10.25

	Roy James Handyman
	Work carried out at the play area 15th&16th Oct
	172.50
	16.10.25

	Paintwell
	Wood  stain (playground equipment)
	51.89
	18.10.25

	Poppy Appeal
	Wreath
	25.00
	19.10.25

	Hey Farm Plants
	Plants for Village
	279.00
	23.10.25

	Caretakers Salary
	October 25 - Month 7
	215.44
	31.10.25

	Clerks Salary
	October 25 - Month 7
	422.96
	31.10.25

	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NIC -Oct 25
	176.13
	31.10.25

	Gordon Rigg's
	Plants for Hilltop planters
	40.95
	26.10.25

	
	Total
	7121.71
	




The payment of £225.60 to ICON web design was approved.
No meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee has taken place since the previous council meeting.
Cllr K. Salter requested agreement for the Sub-Committee to consider further renovation works to the Village Hall, should the Parish Council be successful in securing another Lancashire                   Environmental Fund (LEF) grant, which is now open for applications.
Initial proposals include obtaining estimates for the replacement of the radiators, boiler, and heating system. The grant proposal is £15,000, with the Parish Council contributing 25% of the final cost. As the funding is provided through a landfill project, an additional 10% contribution would also be payable to the landfill operator.
Cllr Knowles requested permission to submit an Expression of Interest for the LEF grant application this week.
Decision: The Council agreed and Cllr K. Salter said the Sub-Group would report back at a future meeting on the progress of the Grant process.
9. Planning Applications
No new planning applications have been received.
10. Horticulture
Cllr A. Salter reported that winter planting has now commenced.
She noted an issue with the planters outside the row of shops, which appear to lack adequate drainage, resulting in a build-up of water due to the self-watering design. It was agreed that these planters will need to be replanted once drainage holes have been drilled to resolve the problem.
It was also confirmed that the Garden Competition trophies are to be engraved with the winners’ names.


11. Community Updates
Cllr K. Salter has submitted a request to establish ownership of the trees overhanging the footpath leading to the school.
Cllr Mulligan reported that the Children’s Halloween Party was a great success and the Parish Council wished to extend its thanks to the resident who organised the event.
Cllr K. Salter advised that he has collected 12 signatures from volunteers willing to assist with the restoration of the Lime Kiln. One resident has volunteered to lead the organisation of the project and further details will be announced soon.



12. Correspondence
The Clerk reported receiving correspondence from Barka Baths, requesting inclusion in the business directory on the Parish Council website. The Clerk will ask the business to provide a photograph and brief description, after which Cllr Knowles will arrange for the listing to be added.
13. Any Other Business 
Remembrance Sunday:
Cllr K. Salter will lay a wreath on behalf of the Mayor and Pendle Borough Council.
Cllr Nicholson will lay a wreath on behalf of the Social Club.
Cllr A. Salter will lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.
War Memorial:
Cllr K. Salter reported that the War Memorial has been cleaned as part of the Borough Council’s maintenance contract. It was noted that repointing is required and some pillars are loose. Cllr K. Salter will look into repairing these issues plus sourcing new chains in time for the 100th year anniversary in 2026.
IT Equipment:
Cllr K. Salter advised that two new computers are required; one for the Clerk and one for Cllr Mulligan, for use in managing Village Hall business. Cllr Salter will investigate which software is needed and consult with the PBC Computer Department for advice on system compatibility. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]NALC Membership:
Cllr Halliday will investigate the potential benefits of applying for certification of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) and will report back to the Council at a future meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm
Date of next meeting is Monday 1st December 2025 at 7.15pm
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. Please contact the Clerk, Kathryn Todd on 07583 491135 prior to the meeting
	or email:	
mail@foulridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
if you wish to speak on a particular topic.
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