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Minutes of Meeting held at 7.15pm on Monday 1st December 2025
1. Welcome, Apologies, and Declarations of Interest
Chair Cllr K. Salter welcomed all attendees.
Present: Cllr K. Salter (Chair), Cllr Mulligan (Vice-Chair), Cllr Knowles, Cllr A. Salter, Cllr Rigby, Cllr Whitfield, Cllr Halliday, Cllr Nicholson, Cllr Robinson   
Also in attendance – 2 members of the public       
Apologies: Cllr Dixon
Declarations of Interest: None.
2. Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes from the meeting held on Monday, 3rd November, were approved as a true and         accurate record and signed by the Chair.
3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
4. Public Participation
A member of the public queried why Lowther Lane was scheduled for resurfacing, noting that they did not consider its condition to be as poor as that of other local roads. Cllr Halliday explained that the resurfacing formed part of the agreement with Skipton Properties when planning permission was granted for the new development.
5. County and Borough Councillor Reports
Lancashire County Council:
No representative from Lancashire County Council was present, and therefore no update was     provided. The Council was disappointed that, once again, no LCC Rural councillor attended the meeting and the Clerk had received no information or feedback from him. The Chair said that he will contact the LCC Rural Councillor and ask for an explanation.
Pendle Borough Council:
Cllr K. Salter provided the following updates:
Local Government Reorganisation:
Several proposals have been put forward for reorganising Lancashire into unitary authorities. The two that he feels the Council needs to monitor are:
     - A two-area model, supported by Lancashire County Council, which would divide the county   into North and South.
     - A five-area model, favoured by Burnley and Pendle, which would create North, East, Mid-East, South and West authorities. Pendle Borough Council have agreed and proposed this option because services would be based closer to the area. The proposed Unitary Authority would comprise of   Burnley Pendle and Rossendale.
All various proposals will now be submitted to Westminster for consideration.


Park High School:
The last Colne Area Committee meeting was well attended due to the proposed 3G sports pitch at Park High School. Various residents spoke and raised objections, citing concerns over increased noise and parking pressures. As the reports that were received for the Council to consider contradicted each other, the Council requested an independent survey  to be   undertaken, and the application deferred and brought back to the Council at the next    meeting for further consideration.
CYAG:
The organisation continues to be well received, with engagement from over 400 young people each month. Activities offered include music and cooking classes. This year CYAG has also had visits with the Armed Forces Support Group based in Barrowford. They have had talks from the Group discussing various historical topics which has helped to bring veterans and young people together.
6. Allotments and Parish Land
Old Duck Pond Drainage
Cllr Whitfield reported that the mini digger is able to access the opening at the old duck pond,      enabling him to undertake drainage work once weather conditions improve.
Grazing Land / Allotment Rents 2026/2027
It was agreed that this item would be referred to the Finance Sub-Group for detailed consideration. Recommendations from the Sub-Group will be brought back to Full Council for a final decision.
Charges and Fees for Parish-Owned Land Near Breeze Cottage
It was agreed that the annual charge for the financial year 2026/27 would be as per the lease agreement plus inflation.
7. Handyman and Repairs
Nothing new to report
8. Finance
The following payments were approved:
	Home Bargins
	Items for over 60's Christmas lunch
	26.88
	29.10.25

	Mighty Pound Store
	Items for over 60's Christmas lunch
	8.00
	29.10.25

	DNA Kids - Cash payment
	Cash payment for entertainer at Halloween party
	125.00
	01.11.25

	Pronto Pizza
	Food (Pizza) for kids halloween party
	77.31
	01.11.25

	Aldi
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	14.53
	01.11.25

	Asda
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	11.50
	01.11.25

	Home Bargins
	Provisions for Children's Halloween party
	12.04
	01.11.25

	Sky Business
	Broadband charges for Villge Hall 07.11.25-06.12.25
	38.94
	07.11.25

	Amazon
	Item's/provisions for Over 60's Christmas lunch
	53.37
	02.11.25

	Icon Web Design
	rehost of website
	225.60
	04.11.25

	Screwfix
	steel wire for poppies
	4.00
	05.11.25

	B&M
	paper for general printing
	4.50
	05.11.25

	Waterplus
	Water for allotments 08.10.25-07.11.25
	43.40
	27.11.25

	RNP Groundworks
	renew fencing
	2148.00
	09.11.25

	Amazon
	printer ink for clerk
	36.99
	11.11.25

	Lidl
	Item's/provisions for Over 60's Christmas lunch
	20.27
	13.11.25

	Mighty Pound Store
	Item's/provisions for Over 60's Christmas lunch
	26.00
	13.11.25

	Amazon 
	presents for children's christmas party
	399.60
	15.11.25

	Card Factory
	presents for over 60's christmas party
	21.65
	20.11.25

	Lidl
	Item's/provisions for Over 60's Christmas lunch
	28.55
	20.11.25

	Taz Entertainment
	Childrens Christmas party entertainment
	240.00
	22.11.25

	Stately Lighting Ltd
	suppy,install and removal of xmas trees and lights
	2337.00
	22.11.25

	Hey Farm Plants
	christmas trees for barrels outside the village hall
	100.00
	22.11.25

	B&M
	christmas lights for village hall christmas events
	25.00
	25.11.25

	Caretakers Salary
	November 25 - Month 8
	275.20
	28.11.25

	Clerks Salary
	November 25 - Month 8
	422.76
	28.11.25

	HMRC
	PAYE and Employer NIC -Nov 25
	191.33
	28.11.25

	
	Total
	£6917.42
	




No meeting of the Finance Sub-Committee has taken place since the previous council meeting.
9. Planning Applications
No new planning applications have been received.


10. Horticulture
Cllr A. Salter reported that vouchers for the Garden Competition winners and runners-up have been purchased. The winners’ trophy has been engraved, and the Council is awaiting the return of the runners-up trophy for engraving.
11. Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF)
Cllr Knowles provided an update on the LEF Grant. If successful, the grant will fund a new project to upgrade the Village Hall heating system, along with refurbishing the male, female, and disabled   toilets. The estimated cost of the work is £20,000 excluding VAT, with the grant covering 75% of this amount. He confirmed that the Notice of Interest has been submitted, and a full application must be submitted by 19 February.
12. LALC Area meeting (Lancashire Association of Local Councils)
Cllr Halliday attended the LALC area meeting held in Burnley on 24th November and provided the following update:
Two guest speakers attended the meeting. Nikki Bowden, NHS Health Checks Manager, highlighted the need for venues to host free health checks and encouraged local councils to support this service.
The Community Project Manager at LCC, Laura Warden, spoke at the meeting. Her role is to act as the link between LCC and local town and parish councils, and she is committed to ensuring that these councils are properly consulted and listened to by LCC.
The Chair informed attendees about the new Pride in Place Impact Fund, an annual fund of £1.5 million for Pendle. It is divided into three areas: Community Spaces, Public Spaces, and High Street and Town Centre Revitalisation. This fund could be considered as an alternative if an application to the LEF grant is unsuccessful.
The Chair asked Cllr Halliday if she would act as the Council’s representative to maintain close links and communication between LALC and the Parish Council. Cllr Halliday accepted the role and LALC would be notified.
13. Community Update
Lime Kiln – A resident has volunteered to take on the lead role for this project and he has contacted the other volunteers who previously expressed interest. He will keep Cllr K. Salter updated on their progress.
Cricket Club – Cllr Mulligan will follow up to confirm whether the club has completed its food       hygiene inspection and whether the water supply has been turned off.
Lowther Lane – Regarding the upcoming closure of Lowther Lane, the Chair has received notice that residents will still retain normal access to their properties.
Footpath leading to the School – Cllr K. Salter advised that the footpath, mentioned in the last meeting, is on unadopted land, and the landowner has yet to be identified.
Grit Bins – Cllr A. Salter reported the damaged grit bin lid at the end of Ormerod Terrace. Although the lid has not been replaced, the entire bin has now been removed. She will follow up to find out what has happened.
14. Correspondence
 The Finance Sub-Group will review the land asset transfer list received from Pendle Borough    Council in greater detail before making any decisions about the transfer of any of the land.
The Clerk reported a request from a resident seeking sponsorship for a young gymnast from   Foulridge who has been selected to represent England at the Future Cup in Austria.                     
   Decision: Councillors agreed to donate £100 to help with travel and equipment costs.
The Chair reported that he had been asked by St Michael and All Angels Primary School if the Council will continue to support the Pendle Pendle Primary Schools Free Swimming Initiative 2026/2027. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   Decision: Councillors agreed to support this initiative again for the coming year. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.55pm
Date of next meeting is Monday 5th January 2026 at 7.15pm
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. Please contact the Clerk, Kathryn Todd on 07583 491135 prior to the meeting
	or email:	
mail@foulridgeparishcouncil.org.uk
if you wish to speak on a particular topic.
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