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Minutes of Meeting held at 7.15 pm on Monday 6th November 2023

1. Welcome and approve apologies
The Chair Cllr K Salter welcomes all to the meeting.
Attendance: Cllr K Salter (Chair), Cllr Mulligan, Cllr Nicholson, Cllr A Salter, Cllr Knowles, Cllr Whitfield, Cllr Watson

Apologies: None

Declarations of Interest: None declared

2. Approve the Draft Minutes of the previous meeting as a correct record
The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

4. County and Borough Councillor Reports – for information only
Pendle Borough Council 
Cllr K Salter provided the following update:
Levelling up projects
The theatre renovations are going well. There has been a structural issue identified to the tower at the Muni and some of the internal ceilings fell down when they were doing decoration. The costs are going to be an extra £100,000. Funding for the extra costs is being covered within the present levelling up budget with possible priorities being assessed and further options looked at. It is scheduled to reopen in March 2024.

The Hippodrome renovations are going well and are within budget.

The Little Theatre is on schedule and is also within budget.

Colne Market Hall
Renovations are starting soon but there are questions regarding the internal design of the building and materials used. Colne Area Committee have put forward suggestions to be considered and a meeting will be arranged to consider options with the builders and architect.
Planning applications 
County Brook. There was an application for the change of a use of building for two children in care. Despite the Colne Area Committee being against the idea of childcare support being in such an isolated area of Foulridge, this had to be approved due to only being a change of use of building.

Lancashire County Council 
Cllr Purcell was not present so no update was given.

5. Allotments and Grazing Land
Field E
Cllr Watson has been approached by a tenant of the allotments about leasing Field E with the intention of growing fruit and veg on a large scale and maybe having some animals on the land. Cllr K Salter pointed out this could be an asset for the village if the produce is sold in the village.  Cllrs agreed that he can have access to the land up until April. Cllr Watson will liaise with the tenant to discuss and agreed the details of the initial use of the field. 
Decision - The Council will review the future planned use in February to decide on tenancy conditions and the rental charge.
Cllr Knowles suggested obtaining a detailed plan from the potential new tenant before  drawing up a new contract once all information was received and factored in.

New proposal of an addition to the tenancy agreement draft
Cllr Watson suggested an amendment to the current allotment tenancy agreements. He proposed adding a paragraph which states that tenants give the Parish Council a spare key/code so they can get access to the allotments for inspection.
Decision - Councillors agreed to the proposal and this will be included in all new tenancy agreements going forward.

Facebook Page
Cllr Watson briefed Councillors on the new social media Facebook page, ‘Foulridge Allotments’, that he has set up. He advised that not all allotments holders have joined the group as yet, but he will be notifying them.

Allotment Insurance
Cllr Knowles reported that the allotment insurance is currently under the Allotment Association. As there is no Association, he suggested this should now be changed.
Decision - The Council instructed the Clerk to contact the insurance company to see if this cover could be included under the Parish Council insurance.



6. Speed Management Project
Councillors discussed the location of the SPIDS and if any additional locations are required for assessment by LCC.
Decision - Cllrs agreed that they were happy with the two that were already located in the village. The Chair will inform the Borough Council of this decision.

7. Playground Inspection
Councillors discussed the recent mail received from Operational Services at Pendle Borough Council. They advised that they are increasing their annual charges for the monthly inspection and maintenance of playgrounds from £150.00 per annum to £190.00. 
They also proposed that the Council consider pre authorising an amount of £250 per quarter for them to utilise, as required, for major repairs.
Decision – Cllrs agreed to accept the annual increase but did not want to accept the proposal to pre authorise the £250 payment. Cllr K Salter will confirm this to Operational Services.

8. Councillor IDs
Cllr Mulligan presented an example of an ID badge designed by Cllr Knowles. Cllr A Salter and Cllr Mulligan will now trial them and give feedback at the next meeting.
		
9. Remembrance Sunday
Cllr K Salter briefed Councillors on the arrangements for Remembrance Sunday. The service is due to start at 9.30.  Cllr K Salter has agreed to do a reading in church. He will lay the wreath on behalf of the Borough Council and Cllr A Salter will lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.

Cllr Nicholson obtained a wreath from the Royal British Legion for £20. Cllrs agreed to donate an additional £10. 
Decision - A £30 donation was approved to the British Legion. The Clerk will arrange the transfer.

10. Finance
The following invoices for October were approved.
	RNP Groundworks
	Replacement of Septic Tank Cover at CC
	350.00
	04.10.23

	J Waine
	Grass Cutting 2-9 of 9 (£220 per cut)
	1760.00
	04.10.23

	Icon Web Design
	Rehost of website and domain registration
	138.00
	09.10.23

	Eon Next
	Sports Pavillion Electricity - 05.09.23-04.10.23
	37.79
	09.10.23

	Water Plus
	Water for Allotments 07.09.23-06.10.23
	46.51
	24.10.23

	Blackburn Skips Ltd
	Skip hire for allotments
	270.00
	23.10.23

	Blackburn Skips Ltd
	Skip hire for allotments
	270.00
	23.10.23

	Heys Farm Garden Centre
	Compost
	7.50
	26.10.23

	Aldi
	Horticultural items
	117.49
	26.10.23

	Aldi
	Over 60's Christmas party items
	149.94
	26.10.23

	Singhs Newsagents
	A4 printer paper
	6.99
	27.10.23

	Caretakers Salary
	Month 7 - October 2023
	274.42
	31.10.23

	Clerks Salary
	Month 7 - October 2023
	360.84
	31.10.23

	HMRC
	PAYE - Month 7
	158.60
	31.10.23

	
	Total
	3948.08
	





Cllrs noted the NJC pay award for the Clerk. This was approved and it will be backdated to April 2023.

Cllrs agreed a pay increase of 1.75% for the Village Hall Caretaker. This will also be backdated to April 2023. 

Asset Register and Insurance Policy
The Clerk briefed Cllrs on her discussion with other Parishes about what should be included on the Asset register and the calculation of their associated insurance value. The Council discussed what changes and actions are required to ensure all assets are correctly listed and, if required, fully insured.
Cllr K Salter said that more time is required to fully investigate this and requested that this be given to the Council’s Financial Sub-Group to review and then report back at the next meeting.
Decision - The Council agreed and the Chair will arrange for a meeting of the Sub-Group.

11. Planning Applications
No new planning applications were received

12. Council Website
Cllr Knowles updated Councillors on the recent developments on the website. He mentioned that the Village Hall is now more prominent and that the caretaker’s photograph has been added to the gallery. Cllr K Salter reminded Cllr Knowles to add his number alongside the Clerk’s, as an additional contact, for when the Clerk is unable to answer any calls for assistance.
Cllr Knowles reported that he had received positive feedback on the content and layout of the website from colleagues. He mentioned costs may be incurred when asking for support from the web designer and how this should be managed.
Decision - The Council agree that Cllr Knowles is given authority to manage the website budget as long as it is within the agreed yearly allocated budget amount.
13. Horticulture
Cllr A Salter mentioned she had received communication from Stately Lighting. They advised that the Christmas Lights would be ready to switch on from the 14th November 2023. Cllr A Salter will update Cllrs once a date has been set.

Cllr A Salter advised that the spring bulbs will be ready for planting. She suggested once the planters have been moved to their new position, planting will be undertaken.

Heritage Planters – After looking into this with Cllr Mulligan, it was decided that three will be located by the shopping area on Skipton Road and one positioned at the War Memorial. 

Cllr P Mulligan reported that he is still trying to source a supplier for new hanging baskets at the village hall. He has been unable to contact the previous supplier.

14. Community Update
Cllr K Salter informed Councillors that he is supporting the Cricket Club to obtain grants to enable them to improve the sports pavilion. 
Cllr Knowles mentioned that he will speak to a resident in regard to the handyman position
Cllr Whitfield advised that the work at the Ford is now complete. 
Cllr Whitfield also reported that there had been no movement on the gully cleaning or side trimming at Noyna Road. The Clerk will email Cllr Purcell to ask her to follow this up.
Cllr Whitfield reported that now the leaves have dropped, he will start work trimming the trees around the duck pond and allotments.

15. Correspondence
No correspondence received
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21:30.
Date of next meeting is Monday 4th December 2023 at 7.15pm
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. Please contact the Clerk, Kathryn Todd on 07583 491135 prior to the meeting
or email: 
mail@foulridgeparishcouncil.org.uk 
if you wish to speak on a particular topic.
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