Foulridge Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.15 pm on Monday 4th September 2023

1. Welcome and approve apologies
Attendance: Cllr K Salter, Cllr Mulligan, Cllr Nicholson, Cllr A Salter, Cllr Purcell, Cllr Knowles, Cllr Whitfield

Apologies: Cllr Watson

Declarations of Interest: None

2. Approve the Draft Minutes of the previous meeting as a correct record
The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3. Matters Arising
Cllr K Salter reported that Abner Row is not listed as a public right of way.

Allotments – Cllr K Salter held a meeting with a group of allotment holders to discuss with them their taking over the control of the allotment expenditure. After further examination of what was required and further discussion, the group decided that they would like to keep the process as it is now with Cllrs Watson and Whitfield controlling the budget. It was also agreed that there would be no overspend on the allocated annual budget.

Cllrs agreed to adopt the expenses sheet that was presented at the last meeting. These will be signed by the Chair each meeting to authorise the expenditure.

It was noted that the grass area opposite Warehouse Lane is owned by LCC and not the Parish Council.

Cllr Whitfield advised he will carry out the trimming of the branches at the Duck Pond in Autumn.

Cllr Knowles advised that he had carried out an inventory of the benches round the village. He confirmed there are 12 benches in total. 6 are owned by the council and 6 have been donated.

	4. County and Borough Councillor Reports – for information only
	PBC – Cllr K Salter informed the committee that he has had various exchanges with LCC 	highways regarding road closures and road markings. He advised that the double yellow 	issue, at the junction of Causeway and A56, is currently in discussions at Westminster to 	approve further restricted parking at the junction. Once the legislation is approved, LCC 	Highways will then erect new signs showing the restriction.

	The electronic signs on the A56 have been inspected and new parts have been ordered. 	Once received, the signs will be repaired and then be serviceable showing drivers that they 	are approaching the bend.

	LCC – Cllr Purcell commented that LCC Highways are still not communicating with Councils 	regarding road closures and other issues and she will be putting in a further complaint.
	She advised that she will put in a request for all gully’s to be cleaned before October.

	Cllr Knowles requested PBC be contacted to empty dog bins as several have been full for a 	number of weeks. Cllr K Salter advised that he has contacted Head of Waste at PBC and 	been advised that Monday and Thursday are the scheduled days for them to be emptied in 	Foulridge.

5. Water Pipe Replacement
It was noted that the work has been inspected and the installation is now complete. There was a discussion on the new meters and how the new system will work. This needs to be investigated to confirm that the new meters agreed in the contract have been fitted.

6. Cricket Club Pavilion
The Secretary of the Cricket Club reported that the septic tank cover at the cricket club pavilion needs to be repaired. The Chair reported that he had asked for an assessment by the contractor who was on site installing the water pipe. He has offered his labour for free, and estimated the repair will cost £350 for materials. The Council thanked him for his offer and accepted the estimate.

	7. FPC Website
	Cllr Knowles updated the meeting on the recent additions/changes on the website. Besides 	including factual and historical information such as details on the local primary school and 	‘The Story of Foulridge’, there is a focus on regular posts on various matters. This could be 	Consumer Trading Standards, Local Events, Road Closure Information and Local Stories just 	to give a few examples. He encouraged councillors to keep him up to date with any events 	which may be of interest to the community so regular and relevant information is available. 

		8. Over 60’s Christmas Party
		Cllr Nicholson confirmed that this year’s party will be an internal event with councillors and 		residents supporting. The meal will be prepared and service provided by this team.

		She then presented a couple of examples of the table gifts for residents attending the party.
		These proposals were approved and the budget confirmed at £1,400.

		
		9. Finance
		The following invoices for July and August were approved for patment.
	B & Q
	Hand Pump Sprayer and Paint
	25.00
	06.07.23

	Salterforth Nurseries
	Bedding Plants
	14.40
	06.07.23

	Hey Farm Plants
	Plants
	15.00
	06.07.23

	Graham's Gardens
	Cut left hawthorn hedge
	40.00
	06.07.23

	Screwfix
	20m tape measure
	10.99
	06.07.23

	Eon Next
	Sports Pavillion Electricity - 05.06.23-04.07.23
	34.35
	06.07.23

	Hey Farm Plants
	Plants for planter
	65.00
	13.07.23

	Water Plus
	Water for Allotments 07.06.23-06.07.23
	46.51
	23.07.23

	The Laptop Spares Shop
	Replacement Laptop Battery plus security
	35.00
	15.07.23

	Borough of Pendle
	supply and fit 2 bins and remove a post
	698.40
	24.07.23

	School Playground Spec
	To complete wetpour repairs
	5601.60
	27.07.23

	Amazon
	Ink Catridges for VH printer
	17.28
	27.07.23

	Amazon
	Bunting for VH event
	47.94
	27.07.23

	Caretakers Salary
	Month 4 - July 2023
	248.78
	31.07.23

	Clerks Salary
	Month 4 - July 2023
	360.64
	31.07.23

	HMRC
	PAYE - Month 4
	152.40
	31.07.23

	
	Total
	7413.29
	


		
	Graham Stockdale
	refund for overcharge of allotment plot
	100.00
	02.08.23

	Eon Next
	Sports Pavillion Electricity - 05.07.23-04.08.23
	34.07
	07.08.23

	Sky Business
	WiFi or Village Hall
	46.74
	22.08.23

	Water Plus
	Water for Allotments 07.07.23-06.08.23
	48.78
	23.08.23

	RNP Groundworks
	Fitting new standpipes, meters and stop taps
	8100.00
	29.08.23

	Caretakers Salary
	Month 5 - July 2023
	209.20
	31.08.23

	Clerks Salary
	Month 5 - July 2023
	360.64
	31.08.23

	HMRC
	PAYE - Month 5
	142.60
	31.08.23

	
	Total
	9042.03
	



		Cllrs noted receipt of the external auditor report and noted the comments. It was agreed 		that the notice of conclusion will be displayed by the 11th September.

		Cllrs agreed to donate £100.00 towards St Michaels and All Angels light display.

		The Finance Sub-Committee arranged to have their next meeting Monday 11th September at 		10.00am.

		
		10. Planning Applications
· 23/0590/HHO PROPOSAL: Full: Erection of a single storey side extension and associated retaining wall. AT: The Bungalow, Reedymoor Lane, Foulridge – Decision: No objection and we note that no residents’ comments have been received.

· 23/0597/HHO Full: Erection of a single storey rear extension and new boundary wall to rear garden wall. AT: Raynor Skipton Old Road Foulridge – Decision: No objection to this application and we note that no residents’ comments have been received.

		11. Horticulture
		Cllr A Salter reminded the meeting of previous conversations we have had about reducing 		the number of planters around the village. She mentioned the suggestion of having just 2 		large planters across from the Four Elephants restaurant and placing hanging baskets 			outside the shops. These would be much easier to maintain throughout the year.  			Cllr K Salter advised that he will look into obtaining a grant to fund these.
		Cllrs discussed handing over allotment plot 22d to horticulture so this could be used as a 		central base and storage. After discussion all agreed that this was sensible and was 			approved.	
		The decision on the Best Garden was delayed to allow Cllrs to walk around the shortlisted 		gardens and make a final decision.

12. Allotments/Grazing Land
Cllr Whitfield reported that the tenants of Field E do not intend renewing their lease once it expires in April and suggested approaching 	potential new tenants.

Cllr Whitfield mentioned he will wait until the leaves have dropped before he starts to cut back the overgrowth on the lane near the allotments.

Cllr Whitfield reported that there hasn’t been any work carried out on the plot that was issued with the non-cultivation notice. Cllrs agreed that the Clerk is to issue a termination notice to the allotment holder.

After further information it was also agreed that another tenant will be issued with a non-cultivation letter. 
		

13. Community Update
Events that are organised by the Parish Council include:
1. Autumn Arts and Craft Fair 1st October 2023. Cllr Mulligan to forward details to put on website.
2. Christmas over 60s lunch on the 14th December 2023. 
3. Children's Christmas Party on the 17th December 2023 – This will be the same arrangements as last year. Cllr A Salter to liaise with social club on their involvement. 

Friends of Foulridge have organised a Garage Sale and they have booked the Village Hall for 17th September 2023. As they need the kitchen and toilets, but not the main room, a nominal charge of £20 has been agreed to cover the use of the kitchen.

Cllr Knowles reported that the four benches owned by the Parish Council are in need of urgent attention. These are as follows:
The bench on Noyna road is beyond repair – Cllrs agreed to remove the bench and discuss the replacement at a later date.
The bench on Old Skipton road is in poor condition and needs sanding and repainting.
The bench on Barnoldswick Road/Whitemoor Lane is coming loose and needs attention.
The bench on the village green near the social club needs new slats in the backrest.
The Chair informed the meeting that the Financial Sub-Committee had allocated money for the repair of the benches in the last budget review. 

Cllr Knowles presented a draft advertisement to appoint a village handyperson and this was approved.

14. Correspondence
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr K Salter reported the cricket club wanted to install solar panels on the pavilion and enquired if planning permission was needed. Cllr K Salter advised he has spoken with the Pendle planning department who advised that if on the panels are installed on the south west facing roof, planning permission is not required. He said he had passed this information on to the Cricket Club secretary.
Further discussion will be required once the Cricket Club decide if they plan to go ahead with installing the panels.
		
Date of next meeting is Monday 2nd October 2023 at 7.15pm
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. Please contact the Clerk, Kathryn Todd on 07583 491135 prior to the meeting or email: mail@foulridgeparishcouncil.org.uk if you wish to speak on a particular topic.



