	FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th November 2022


1.   WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair welcomed Cllr colleagues, LCC Councillor Jenny Purcell, Fred Brooker-Carey from Foulridge Cricket Club  and the Clerk

Observing – M Watson and M Lunt

Apologies – Cllr A Salter

Declarations of Interest - None

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record.



Fred Brooker-Carey from Foulridge Cricket club attended the meeting to discuss the idea of purchasing a defibrillator at the cricket club for the benefit of club members and potentially passing walkers in the immediate area.  He informed the meeting that the club had applied on-line for a grant of £1500 to help with the purchase of the defibrillator and was only awarded £250.00. 

Fred Brooker-Carey advised councillors that the £250.00 awarded needed to be spent and questioned whether Cllrs thought it should go towards a smaller, portable one just for match days and would be part of the first aid kit or use it to contribute to a permanent one fixed to a wall, with help from the Parish Council.

Cllrs discussed whether it would be viable to have a third defibrillator and what benefit the village would get from it at the cricket club.

Cllrs agreed that it would be more beneficial to spend funds on ensuring that the two defibrillators in the village were fully up to the correct specification, serviced and fit for purpose.  It would therefore make sense for the Cricket Club to purchase a cheaper model for their own use only.
Cllr Purcell informed Fred Brooker-Carey she could contribute an additional £250.00 towards this.

Cllr Whitfield enquired about what maintenance has been carried out recently at the Cricket Club. Fred Booker-Carey advised that the builder is due to fix the doors within the next couple of weeks.  He advised that no interior decorating had taken place as of yet.

Cllr Salter informed that there are currently 2 bids out for costing for the football posts and funding would be sourced looking at these to be fitted in Spring 2022.



LCC Reports

Causeway – Cllr Purcell informed that she had asked Andrew Huskisson, District Lead Officer of Highways and Transport to email Cllr Knowles to confirm what the Parish Council had requested (red double lines at top of Causeway) and that he agreed with what had been requested. Cllr Knowles advised that he had not received an email as of yet.


Electrical Vehicle Charging – Cllr Purcell advised they are still looking into the regulations around this matter.

Noyna Ford – Cllr Whitfield advised he had been in communication with Matthew Hargreaves from LCC traffic division who proposed opening the Ford to local farmers and  business people in the form of a permit.  Cllr Whitfield advised he had approached several residents with the idea and all agreed strongly. Cllr Purcell stated she would approach the Head of Highways with this suggestion and ask them to contact Cllr Whitfield.

PENDLE BC Update

Warehouse Lane Pavement (at entrance to T and R Engineering) – not user friendly for disabled users, prams etc. Cllr K Salter has asked for a dropped kerb and reported this as a hazard. 

Area Planning – Still under discussion and a key issue is decision making.  Cllr K Salter informed that Pendle had been threatened with being put into special measures by the government as they were not dealing with planning decisions effectively throughout the borough.

In May PBC voted for a centralised planning committee to commence September 2022. This would be formed with selected councillors throughout the borough, who would be appropriately trained and the meetings held in an appropriate area.
The committee has not been formed due to delays in political party decision making being made.  If the situation is not resolved then planning applications will be dealt with by the government team at Bristol and Pendle will lose all planning powers.

DEFRA have now stated all poultry needs to be kept indoors to stop the spread of Avian Flu. Cllr Salter advised that the council need to notify Pendle what action they have taken to notify residents in respect of this.  Cllr Howson informed she had posted the requirement on Facebook and Cllr Whitfield has given specific advice to allotment holders 

FINANCE 

Cllr Knowles updated Cllrs about the decisions of the Finance Committee review meeting.

1. Budget for Allotments – As usual it is expected that further income will come in before the end of the financial year when the new tenancy agreements and invoices are sent out.
2. Village General and Maintenance – increased to £1,200
3. HMRC – increased to £1200.00

The review group expects that by the end of March 2023 the council should be within budget.

Outstanding invoices were approved for payment.

	PFK Littlejohn LLP
	AGAR external audit fee
	240.00
	26.09.22
	32

	Armed Forces Support
	Donation
	50.00
	27.09.22
	50

	The Works 
	Printer paper for Clerk
	5.00
	01.10.22
	27

	Amazon
	Printer Ink
	36.94
	05.10.22
	27

	B & Q
	Plants for Community Corner
	24.00
	05.10.22
	54

	Lanlee
	Wood for New notice board at Cenotaph
	17.50
	05.10.22
	24

	Post Office Counters
	Postage for copy of Foulridge Book
	2.70
	08.10.22
	27

	E-On Next 
	Sports Pavillion Electricity 05.09.22-04.10.22
	30.60
	08.10.22
	36

	M.J. Cornall
	Hanging Baskets for Village Hall
	50.00
	16.10.22
	54

	Icon Web Design
	Rehost of website on sever/Domain Reg
	138.00
	21.10.22
	39

	 J Waine
	Grass Cutting 7 of 9
	184.00
	21.10.22
	49

	J Waine
	Grass Cutting 8 of 9
	184.00
	21.10.22
	49

	J Waine
	Grass Cutting 9 of 9
	184.00
	21.10.22
	49

	Clerk Salary
	Month 7 - October 2022
	332.11
	31.10.22
	26

	Caretaker Salary 
	Month 7 - October 2022
	265.94
	31.10.22
	28

	HMRC
	PAYE - Month 7 - October 2022
	149.40
	31.10.22
	29


	
	Total
	1894.19
	
	




COMMUNITY UPDATE

Warm Room Initiative – Cllrs felt that the first session ran smoothly with no problems.  Approximately 6 attended including some new residents.  Cllr Mulligan advised that costings for the initiative were less than originally expected. Cllr Salter stated he was happy to donate £250.00 from his councillor’s allowance towards the charitable initiative.

Cllrs agreed further thought needs to include how  to improve communication with the public to attract more people who would benefit.  Also it may be necessary to adjust session times if felt this is needed and identify any qualifications volunteers have or would benefit from with regards to Food Standards.

Cllr Mulligan stated he will be considering rotas and condensing hours to take into account other groups and volunteering hours and will advise accordingly.

Cllr Knowles emphasised the importance of good communication with the Friends of Foulridge in considering events together.  This will enable the Parish Council to support and approve events before any final decisions are made and publicised in the community.    It was agreed that Cllr Mulligan would discuss this with the Friends of Foulridge.

Youth Project – No update from Youth workers as of yet.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

APPLICATION: 22/0526/OUT: Land to the North East of 6 Mile End Close. Outline: Erection of 2 detached dwellings. Cllr Knowles informed that the area is classed as infill. Cllr Knowles received a comment from a neighbour in the vicinity. Cllr Salter advised that the resident needs to put their concerns on to the planning portal for them to react.
RESPONSE:  Cllrs had no objections in respect of this application.

Croft Mill – Cllrs Salter and Howson commented that they felt the developers communicated well and were keeping residents informed. Interior has now been stripped out and the issue with the alarm has been sorted.  The power station cannot be removed but will get enclosed. New drainage will be installed into Causeway. Developers had to submit an additional planning application to demolish the mill and are hoping to get this done before Christmas

The Sidings – Due to some residents concerns regarding garden extensions close to the old railway line, Councillor Salter had been in communication with Pendle Planning Office. He was advised that the area of land belongs to Network Rail.   Any residents that query this are advised to contact Network Rail if they wish clarification or further details







HORTICULTURE

Grass Cutting – Cllrs Mulligan confirmed that the Parish Council owns the grass area outside the play area. New agreement made with current contractor for £1980 following the same schedule as previously.  This will be fixed for 3 years.

Planters – B. Stott has agreed to continue maintaining some of the planters but the amount of planters will be reduced and he will focus on the area across from the four elephants.  Cllr Howson, with volunteers,  agreed to maintain planters on the memorial site and the number of boxes will be reduced. The planters on Skipton Road will be reduced and the Anglers association has agreed to maintain 1 or 2 near where the lakeside path meets the main road.

Cllr Nicholson suggested she would talk to the school gardener to see if he would be willing to take responsibility for ownership and maintenance of  the planters at the bottom of the school drive.

Area behind War Memorial – Pendle advised this area is the Parish Council’s responsibility but they would clean the area before the remembrance service. Cllrs informed this had not been done. Cllr Salter to ask if it is on the schedule.


ALLOTMENTS

A non-cultivation letter has been issued to a tenancy holder. Cllr Whitfield advised no work has been carried out since the letter was sent. Cllr Whitfield has contacted the next person on the waiting list.

Cllr Whitfield advised that a £25 B&Q voucher has been given out per family for the children’s allotment competition


CORRESPONDENCE
 
The Clerk has received correspondence regarding hanging decorations to lighting columns. This was forwarded to all Councillors.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday  5th December 2022 at 7.15pm
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