	FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Monday 5th December 2022


1.   WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Attendance: Cllr Knowles, Cllr Howson, Cllr Mulligan, Cllr Nicholson, Cllr A Salter, Cllr K Salter, Cllr Watson, Cllr Whitfield
     
Apologies: Parish Clerk K Todd

Declarations of Interest: None

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

LCC Reports

Cllr Purcell informed the meeting that Highways had informed her that no further grit bins would be allocated to Foulridge.

Noyna Ford  - She stated that this was highlighted at the last full LCC meeting. They discussed how to move forward with the issue of opening up access to residents. Cllr Whitfield informed her that he had received seventeen emails from the residents directly concerned. Cllr Purcell asked him to forward them to her so she can use this information at the next Pendle Rural meeting planned for 20th December.

Causeway - Despite the Parish Council’s request, LCC Highways have not approved the red lines at the junction with Skipton Road. The Chair asked that Cllr Purcell ask for an update on what Highways are proposing as someone had been knocked off their motorbike whilst turning into Causeway. It was also asked that the white lines be repainted on Skipton Road to ensure spacing is maintained between traffic travelling in opposite directions through the village.


PENDLE BC Update

Cllr K Salter informed the meeting that in the latest Pendle crime figures released, Foulridge had seen an increase in the number of crimes reported. He also reported that anti-social behaviour was on the increase throughout Pendle which was a worrying trend.

The Planning Applications that affected Foulridge which were presented at the last full Council meeting, had all been approved. Still outstanding is the Mile End application and Cllr Salter mentioned that there was an LCC Highways objection which, in his opinion, will result in a site visit when it comes to Council for approval.

He informed the meeting of local activities which will benefit Foulridge residents  based on the grants from the Government’s Levelling Up Fund. These include the renovation of local theatres such as the Muni and redevelopment of the Hippodrome to name just two.

Cllr K Salter briefed the meeting on the proposed new town signage for Colne to show aspects of its heritage to visitors. Under the town sign name, an extra heritage sign will be added, with comments such as “Bonnie Town on the Hill’ and ‘Market Town since 1120’.


FINANCE 

Due to the absence of the Parish Clerk, the report was unavailable and will be given at the next meeting.

The Chair said that two invoices had been received from Pendle Borough Council which required investigating to see what services had been provided. Cllr K Salter said that he would check with the Borough Council and asked for a copy of the invoices to be forwarded to him.

The Chair informed the Council that he had received the annual salary increase guidance for employed staff. The Clerk is the only official position and it was agreed to increase her salary with the recommended guideline. Cllr A Salter said that as the pay award is backdated to April 01, that the previous Clerk would also be entitled to the increase from April until August. All agreed and the Chair would discuss this with the Clerk.

The Chair informed the meeting that the next meeting of the Finances Sub-Committee will be held in early February 2023 to finalise the financial overview prior to the end of the financial year.



COMMUNITY UPDATE

Warm Room Initiative - Due to only a small number of residents responding, it was decided, with mutual agreement with Friends of Foulridge, that there will be a break until after Christmas. The viability of continuing the scheme will be addressed at the next Council meeting.

Memorial for HM Queen Elizabeth II - The Council decided that the Community Garden will be renamed as Foulridge’s memorial to the late Queen. The decision on what it will be renamed will be made at the next meeting.

Croft Mill - Cllr K Salter informed the meeting that he was in contact with the development management and he was keeping residents updated with the site progress via social media. 

PROJECTS

Duck Pond - Cllr Howson stated that some residents have asked if the duck pond could be reinstated. An initial discussion took place and it was decided that this would be extremely expensive. However, Cllrs Whitfield and Mulligan will make a site visit before Christmas to look into what work it would entail and report back at the next meeting.

Playground - Cllr K Salter had received an email from SPS who were asked to look into required maintenance of the playground equipment by Cllr Howson. They asked to what level of repairs were required based on this year’s annual inspection report. The priority issues related to the Zip-wire slide. It was decided to ask for two quotes:

1. To repair all issues mentioned in the report regardless of the risk factor.
2. To repair only medium risk items, leaving out any low risk items mentioned, as safety was not seen as a factor.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Only one planning application required action. This referred to an extension at Ragstone House, Noyna Road. The Council discussed this and, due to its remote location from the village, had no objections to raise.  


HORTICULTURE

Best Kept Garden - Cllr Howson informed the meeting that Mr and Mrs Leeds at 12 Skipton Road were awarded the Best Kept Garden Trophy of 2022, with Mr and Mrs Mattinson of 9 Pendle View awarded the Runners Up Trophy.

This year, due to the Jubilee Celebration, the Council also awarded a Best Blooming Street Certificate. This was presented to all residents on  Cromwell Street for the beautiful hanging baskets, troughs and added Jubilee bunting. 


ALLOTMENTS

Due to the allotment being uncultivated for some months, one tenancy agreement was terminated. Three new agreements were signed to tenants on the waiting list who took over vacant allotments.
        
Cllr Whitfield updated the Committee on the issue of providing a stand pipe to supply water to the rented fields. In the first instance a metal detector will be used to attempt to locate the water supply pipe and if found, the work will be organised for Spring 2023.  If this is not successful then alterative methods will be used.


CORRESPONDENCE

An elderly resident of Ormerod Terrace wrote to the Council asking if there was the possibility of adding a new pelican crossing at her end of the village to ease crossing of Skipton Road. As the Parish Council had no authority regarding this, it was decided that the Clerk would write back explaining the situation and provide her with the correct person to contact at LCC Highways.
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday  9th January 2023 at 7.15pm
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