 FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th March 2022
										                            
												     
	1    WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair welcomed Cllr colleagues, the clerk, PBC Cllr David Cockburn Price, LLC Cllr Jenny Purcell, Julie Storey, Anne Salter, Paul Mulligan, and three residents to the meeting.

No apologies were received

No declarations of interest were received
	ACTIONS  








    

	2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record, apart from a typo, in relation to spelling of Dennis Mendoros.

3.  RESIDENT PARTICIPATION

Mr Peter Langstroth attended the meeting to offer a shrub to the Parish Council for planting in the Community Garden.  Parish Councillors thanked Mr Langstroth for his generosity and advised that Councillor Whitfield would be in touch to collect the shrub for planting.

Susan Salter and Dennis Speak addressed the meeting in relation to the issues of illegal parking at the Causeway junction, expressing their concerns around road safety.

Councillor Howson outlined the Parish Council’s involvement in the matter over a number of years, which included requesting bollards, pavement widening and numerous requests for parking enforcement.  Councillor Howson has also resorted to leafletting drivers on the dangers of their parking practices, only to be met with abuse.

The issues and concerns have also been reported to Councillors Purcell and Cockburn Price, who have raised it with LCC and PBC respectively.

Residents outlined that a petition has now been submitted to the Community Safety Partnership and LCC has agreed to send parking enforcement staff to the area.

Councillor Knowles asked Councillor Purcell where progress was up to in terms of the Cabinet Member undertaking to visit Foulridge to discuss this junction and the issues with road safety at the school.  This meeting has been cancelled four times to date.  Cllr Purcell confirmed that she has spoken to the Cabinet Member about both issues last week and requested that both him, and the Head of Highways, visit the area to see the issues first hand.

Cllr Knowles suggested that LCC consider a number of alternatives in order to improve safety at Causeway.  It was mentioned that the blips on the pavement idea would require a change in the traffic regulation orders.  Councillor Purcell agreed to raise all points with the Head of Highways and feedback at a future meeting.

Residents requested that the Parish Council writes to Phil Durnell, Director of Highways and Transport at LCC, along with Charles Edwards the Cabinet Member and the Chief Executive of LCC suggesting the implementation of measures to improve safety, these may include Pedestrian Guard Rails or blips.  Also a representative from the Parish Council should attend a Community Safety Partnership meeting to raise the issues and concerns. 

4.  PENDLE BC AND LCC REPORTS

Lancashire County Council Report

Noyna Ford temporary works are now planned to address some of the issues caused by flooding.  More permanent works will be planned in for the period when the weather improves.

Cllr Whitfield queried what the arrangements will be for resident access as there is currently a horse box blocking the access point at Causeway Top Road.  Cllr Cockburn Price agreed to follow this up.

The culvert trash screen has now been cleared.

Councillor Purcell agreed to chase up repairs to the electronic stop sign, as no further update has been received from Highways.

The grit bin at Stoney Lane has now been relocated, slightly further down from its original location.

Cllr Purcell confirmed that a grit bin will be placed on Kirkdene Avenue.
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	Pendle Borough Council Report

Councillor Cockburn Price confirmed details of the meeting to discuss Speed Indication Device location and Councillors Knowles and Salter confirmed they will be attending on Tuesday 8th March at 5pm.

The damaged manhole cover has been reported.

A visit to the Reedymoor Development site has now been confirmed by Planning

Pendle Borough Council has issued a Local List request for identification of areas of special/historic interest to be included on the list. 

CYAG

The lease signing has still not taken place due to ongoing conversations regards access rights.  The Senior Youth Worker has been out with the Police on Friday nights in an attempt to engage with young people.  CYAG has been successful in attracting volunteer coaches for football and cricket. The sessions currently have between 20 and 25 attendees.

St Michael’s school has also been visited and pupils from the top year classes engaged with.  Information has been left with the school to hopefully encourage further engagement.  Councillor Nicholson asked what progress has been made with regards CYAG using the Village Hall to facilitate some activity sessions, as discussed at the last meeting. Councillor Cockburn Price agreed to discuss the offer further with CYAG.

Councillor Knowles confirmed that Parish Councillors had agreed to donate £500 to CYAG in the next financial year, to support their work.

5. FINANCE
The Clerk has submitted the Precept documentation to Pendle Borough Council. 

Outstanding invoices were approved for payment.

	1
	Lidl
	Screws for Allotment Fencing
	15.96
	TFR

	2
	Lanlee
	Concrete Timber Repairs to Play Area
	20.63
	TFR

	3
	B & Q
	Hinges for Notice Board
	6.02
	TFR

	4
	Chic Engraving
	Winston Churchill Plaque
	132.00
	TFR

	5
	Terry Kileen
	Repairs Notice Board, empty bins at play area
	43.75
	TFR

	6
	Eon Next 
	Electricity Sports Pavilion - 5.01.22 - 04.02.22
	14.56
	D/D

	7
	Amazon
	Printer Ink
	53.98
	TFR

	8
	Kidly
	Tool Kits for Children's Allotment Project
	196.00
	TFR

	9
	HMRC
	Salary Month 11 February 2022
	60.40
	TFR

	10
	Caretaker
	Salary Month 11 February 2022
	256.02
	TFR

	11
	Clerk
	Salary Month 11 February 2022
	349.31
	TFR

	
	
	Total
	£1148.63
	



6. COMMUNITY UPDATE

The sub-committee meeting to discuss the Queen’s Jubilee beacon arrangements has yet to take place.  However, the Directors of Noyna Meadow have agreed to host the beacon.  Dennis Mendoros has offered to provide two flags for the event.  Councillors have also been obtaining prices for flags and bunting on sale at the Royal British Legion site and the need for a risk assessment to be put in place, prior to the event.

Cllr Knowles suggested that once the sub group has met, they feedback at the next meeting with regards to levels of funding anticipated and arrangements agreed.  Councillor Salter confirmed that he will circulate a date to meet in the coming week.

The Social Club has confirmed that it will be opening for people who wish to purchase refreshments and provide the use of the toilets for the resident organised street party on the Village Green, but will not be involved in the formal organising of the event.  Resident organisers have also confirmed that they will be liaising with the Church with regards to use of the Village Hall and will sign the appropriate disclaimers in relation to use of the Village Hall and Village Green.

Councillor Whitfield advised the meeting that he has received no further update from the Cricket Club with regards plans for five a side football area.  Proposals for the upgrade of the shower facilities are currently being discussed.

Councillor Howson confirmed that the replacement plaque has now been erected at the Winston Churchill Memorial Shelter.

Councillor Salter shared with the meeting progress on the proposed Heritage Trail project.  He advised the meeting that the previously identified engraving company has unfortunately ceased to trade and he was currently exploring alternatives.  It was suggested that the 2022 Foulridge Calendar contained a lot of photos and information that would be relevant to the proposed Heritage Trail and Councillor Salter is currently considering what could be used and produced at which locations.  Councillor Salter outlined that it would be good to get something in place to coincide with the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.

A number of residents have contacted Councillors requesting the flying of the Ukranian flag in support of the people of Ukraine.  It was agreed that this would be wholeheartedly supported by Parish Councillors and that the Clerk should contact Pendle Borough Council to enquire whether there would be any issues in terms of this.

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

22/0005/FUL Land At Former Garden Centre Skipton New Road Foulridge Lancashire Full: Erection of single dwelling with associated landscaping.

Councillor Cockburn Price informed the meeting that the above application has now been approved.

A single story extension at Lower Broach Farm has also been approved.
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	8. HORTICULTURE AND ALLOTMENTS

Councillor Howson shared with the meeting four quotes for the maintenance of the planters and tubs, outlining the numbers of tubs and planters currently located in the Village. Councillors agreed that a further independent business should be approached for a quote to allow comparisons to be made. Councillor Whitfield to make contact.

Councillor Howson put forward a proposal to possibly reduce the number of planters at the Four Elephants and relocate them to other areas within the village. Councillors will consider this for decision at a future meeting.

Sponsorship of the tubs and planters by local businesses was also discussed, with advertising of the sponsorship to be placed on the planters and tubs, to offset the cost of ongoing maintenance.  Councillors Howson and Knowles agreed to follow this up with local businesses.

Councillor Whitfield and the Clerk advised the meeting that they had met to discuss the proposed rent increase and the possibility of a measuring exercise of the allotments during the Summer.  This was undertaken as the splitting of a recent allotment had revealed that the measurement recorded for this particular allotment was incorrect.  It was agreed that a re-measure of all the allotments should take place in Summer and invoices for 2023/24 should reflect this as the measurements date back a number of years.  The current measurements would be used to calculate the 2022/23 invoices, as there was insufficient time to undertake the task prior to the invoices being prepared and sent in time for the new season. 

Councillor Whitfield also suggested that the proposed increase to 20p per sqm agreed at the last meeting should be reduced to 15p per sqm for 2022/23 and will be reviewed again for 2023/24.  It was also identified that allotment holders who had more than one plot were being charged for water and insurance according to how many plots they rented.  It was agreed that the water charges should remain according to each plot, but the insurance charge should be reduced to a single charge per tenant going forwards.  Invoices for 2022/23 should be charged at the previous rates from 1st April 2022 to 1st July 2022 in order to provide three month’s notice of the rent increase, as per the tenancy agreement.  Rents from 1st July 2022 to 31st March 2023 will be at the revised rate.

Councillor Whitfield advised the group that there have been issues with water left running overnight, which has resulted in a hike in water charges for the Parish Council.  It was agreed that Hozelock water timers should be fitted to all taps to ensure automatic switch off, in the event that taps are not turned off.  It was also agreed that a statement should be included in the tenancy agreement and circulated with the invoices advising tenants that tampering with the Hozelocks, or removing them, would result in a termination of their tenancy.

It was agreed that Councillor Whitfield should go ahead with the purchase of a plum tree and apple tree for planting in the Community Garden.

Councillor Whitfield confirmed that the construction of the Hopper for the allotments if underway.

9. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES

The recent advertisement of Councillor vacancies had attracted three applications and the candidates had been invited to share with Councillors their reasons for wishing to become a Parish Councillor and the skills and expertise they felt they could bring to the role.

Parish Councillors were asked to put forward their preferred candidates for the role and it was agreed that Anne Salter and Paul Mulligan should be co-opted to the Parish Council.  It was further agreed that the third candidate should be advised that they had not been successful at this time, but Parish Councillors would like to put her forward for consideration for future vacancies.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the third candidate and enquire if they are happy to be put forward for future vacancies.

9. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The Clerk shared details of correspondence received since the last meeting and confirmed that all correspondence had been dealt with.  

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 4th April 2022 at 7.15pm
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