 FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Monday 7th February 2022
										                            
												     
	1    WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair welcomed Cllr colleagues, the clerk, PBC Cllr David Cockburn Price, LLC Cllr Jenny Purcell and Karen Howarth, CYAG Senior Youth Worker to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from Cllr Williams, Police

No declarations of interest were received
	ACTIONS  








    

	2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record, apart from a typo, in relation to Cllr Cockburn-Price’s name.
	

	
3. PENDLE BC AND LCC REPORTS

Lancashire County Council Report

Cllr Purcell advised that she has met with the Cabinet Member to discuss issues of flooding at the ford at Noyna.  Recent heavy rain has caused two areas of flooding and the Cabinet Member has agreed to request further investigation.

Cllr Knowles requested an update on the Cabinet Member for Road Safety’s promised visit to Foulridge to discuss issues at Causeway and Skipton New Road.  This visit has apparently now been cancelled four times.  Cllr Purcell agreed to chase up with the Cabinet Member.

Cllr Howson advised that the culvert trash screen needs clearing as blocked with debris.  Cllr Purcell will report this.

Cllr Salter reported that the large electronic Slow Down sign on Skipton New Road was still not working, despite previous reports.  Cllr Purcell to follow up.

Cllr Howson outlined contact from a resident, who had been promised that the grit bin at Stoney Lane would be returned to the original location following previous correspondence and a petition submitted to Democratic Services.  The majority of residents have requested a return to the original location, as it is necessary due to the steep steps at this location.  Cllr Purcell to revisit with Highways.

Cllr Nicholson has previously requested a grit bin at the corner of Kirkdene Avenue.  Cllr Purcell to follow up and request a location assessment.






Pendle Borough Council Report

Cllr Cockburn-Price confirmed that he has raised the issues with illegal parking at the East Lancs Highways and Traffic forum and passed to Sandra Farnell, Transport and Co-ordination Manager at Pendle Borough Council, who undertook to investigate.

The Children’s Home planning application at Lower Broach Farm was refused at Colne and District Committee meeting.

Police attending the meeting have advised that there has been a rise in fighting in central Colne and were asked to provide further data, splitting out domestic violence from street fights.  Residential burglary figures are also increasing, but largely relate to shed thefts rather than dwellings.  There have been a number of changes to Neighbourhood Policing teams with two new Police Officers and a new PCSO.

Pendle BC is planning a transformational budget review of three areas; Pendle Leisure Trust, Liberata and Environmental Health. The review will set the budget for three years, rather than the usual 1 year.

A peer review exercise by Cllrs and Officers is scheduled to be undertaken, to identify areas where inefficiencies exist and areas for improvement.

The Local Plan Core Strategy from 2015 is to be revisited, with the aim of lowering the Government set housing targets.  The use of greenbelt for development is requested to be reconsidered and more focus on the viability of brownfield sites.  The potential for the levelling up fund to support this is to be explored.

A SPID (Speed Indication Device) meeting is planned for Tuesday 8th March 2022 to allow Parish Council representatives to attend and establish locations for the mounting of the devices in their areas, There are 20 back plates and 9 cameras, which will be rotated across 36 locations in Pendle with six cameras in six areas.  Cllrs Knowles and Salter confirmed their attendance.

Karen Howarth, Senior Youth Worker from CYAG gave a presentation to the meeting around the work of CYAG in Pendle, outlining work undertaken, approaches adopted and outcomes experienced.

Cllr Storey requested further information on engagement with young people in Foulridge.  CYAG currently has four young people from Fouldridge, who have signed up for membership.  CYAG has established links with FisherMore and Park High schools and data sharing is taking place to identify priorities for engagement.

Karen advised that there are further opportunities to hold sessions in Foulridge and work with the Parish Council to jointly promote activities. 

Cllrs thanked Karen for her presentation and advised that they will reflect on the information shared and discuss their thoughts around support for CYAG next financial year, at a future meeting.





4. FINANCE

The Clerk will submit the Precept documentation to Pendle Borough Council. The decision was that the figure requested should be below the current inflation rate and this would be set at 5.3%, which totals an increase for the year of £1500.00.  Information is being prepared, to share with residents, outlining the cost of the increase to the Precept for households, along with information relating to services the Parish Council is responsible for providing in the village. The information will be shared on the webpage and the Parish Council’s Facebook page.

Outstanding invoices were approved for payment.

	1
	E-on Next
	Sports Pavilion Electricity - 05.12.21-4.01.22
	14.61
	D/D
	36

	2
	Water Plus 
	Water Allotments 27.10.21-10.01.22
	96.47
	TFR
	37

	3
	Railside Trading Co
	Wood for Fencing - Allotments
	74.88
	
	3A

	4
	HMRC
	Salary Month 10 January 22
	70.00
	TFR
	29

	5
	Clerk
	Salary Month 10 January 22
	349.31
	TFR
	26

	6
	Caretaker
	Salary Month 10 January 22
	294.45
	TFR
	28

	7
	Pendle Leisure Trust
	50% Contribution to free swimming sessions
	453.74
	TFR
	50

	
	
	Total
	1353.46
	
	





5. COMMUNITY UPDATE

Cllr Nicholson shared information from her discussions with Dennis Mendoza (Deputy Lieutenant of Lancashire) with regards plans for the Beacon lighting activities across the country, to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  The beacon would need to be lit on the evening of Thursday  2nd June 2022. A location needs to be decided upon and registered to enable the Parish Council to receive a certificate of participation.

Locations were discussed including the possibility of at the cenotaph, supported by a bugler and the ringing of the church bells.  A number of concerns were raised in relation to this suggestion, due to the close proximity of the main road and Cllr Whitfield pointed to the requirements in the official guide of the need for Marshalls at such events, if the public are to attend.  

Cllr Salter suggested flags be placed on the main road during the weekend and Cllr Nicholson agreed to look into the possibilities for this.  Cllr Storey agreed to organise a flag for the flag pole.

Cllr Salter suggested the field at Noyna Meadow and agreed to approach the directors with details of the plans and enquire as to whether this would be something they would permit.  Cllr Salter would also make enquiries with the farmer as to the dates for the first hay cut.

Cllr Nicholson further indicated that on Saturday 4th June it was proposed that a street party be held on the Village Green, organised by Foulridge Social Club.  It was also suggested that the Church be given the use of the kitchen at the Village Hall to provide refreshments. Cllr Knowles pointed out, that as a requirement of the Parish Council’s insurers, a risk assessment would need to be undertaken by the Social Club and submitted to the Parish Council.  Cllr Nicholson agreed to speak to the Social Club.




It was discussed and agreed that a Queen’s Jubilee sub-committee should be formed, consisting of Cllr Nicholson, Cllr Storey. Cllr Whitfield and Cllr Salter in order for them to develop the plans further.  Cllr Salter agreed to obtain the necessary permissions from Noyna Meadows and approach Cllr Williams regards the necessary risk assessments.  It was further agreed that, once the sub-committee has met, the plans would be brought back to the next meeting for further discussion.

Cllr Whitfield confirmed he has contacted the company regards the cleaning of the bus shelters and is awaiting a response.

Cllrs Whitfield and Knowles confirmed that they have met with the Cricket Club to discuss an upgrade of the shower facilities.  During the meeting it was mentioned that the club has been approached regards the use of the lower section of the field for five a side football for local youths, which the club is considering.

Cllr Storey confirmed that the Social Club is no longer distributing flyers, a distribution channel the Parish Council used in the past to deliver newsletters.  Cllr Storey agreed to consider alternative options and feedback at a future meeting.

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

22/0005/FUL Land At Former Garden Centre Skipton New Road Foulridge Lancashire Full: Erection of single dwelling with associated landscaping.

Cllrs agreed that the development would enhance the village and that no comment would be submitted in relation to this application.
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	7. HORTICULTURE AND ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Howson and Cllr Knowles updated the meeting on progress in identifying an outside organisation, which may be able to provide a service to manage the planters and re-planting activities.  Cllr Howson advised of the potential need to locate planters at fewer locations.  A nursery has been contacted and indicated they would need to see the plans to allow them to quote on a plant supply only or plant supply plus maintenance basis.  Cllr Howson to follow up and contact other garden centres.

Cllr Knowles has also had initial discussions with a landscape gardener and will arrange a meeting to discuss further.  He agreed to feedback at a future meeting.

The Clerk advised the meeting that, as requested, a benchmarking exercise was undertaken, comparing allotment rents in adjacent Councils.  Currently the Parish Council charges 12 per sq. ft., with other Councils charging between 26p and 36p per sq. ft.  It was unanimously agreed that the rates should be increased, particularly given there has been no increase for a number of years.  

The Clerk was advised that the new rate should be 20p per sq.ft., with a commencement date of 1st June 2022 for the increased amounts.  This provides the required three month notice contained within the tenancy agreement of the proposed rent increase to allotment holders.  Invoices will be issued at 12p per sq.ft. for the period of 1st April 2022 to 30th June 2022 and 20p per sq. ft from 1st July 2022 to 31st March 2023, plus water and insurance costs.

Cllr Whitfield confirmed that the allotment plot recently surrendered has now been divided into two plots.  The exercise flagged up that the measurements of the original plot was incorrect, highlighting the need to re-measure all of the allotment plots, to ensure the current measurements are correct.  Cllr Whitfield and Cllr Knowles agreed to undertake the measuring and feedback to the Clerk, prior to the invoices being prepared.

It was agreed that grazing land charges should remain the same.

A review of the garage sites was also undertaken and it was agreed that those sites with a long-term tenancy agreement should remain the same until such time as the agreement is due for renewal.  It was further agreed that the remaining garage sites, without a long-term tenancy agreement, the rent should be brought in line with the others at £100.00 per annum.

8. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES

The Parish Council has received no firm commitments, following the expiry of the Pendle Borough Council’s official publication, although a couple of people have expressed a possible interest, directly to individual Parish Councillors.  It was agreed that the vacancies should be advertised by the Parish Council, utilising the website and the Facebook page, amongst other means and Cllr Storey agreed to generate a suitable poster advertising the posts with a closing date of six weeks.

Cllr Knowles would then send further information to those requesting consideration as to the role and responsibilities of a Parish Councillor, for consideration, prior to formal application.


9. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The Clerk shared details of correspondence received since the last meeting and confirmed that all correspondence had been dealt with.  


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th March 2022 at 7.15pm
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