 FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Monday 6th December 2021
										                            
												     
	1    WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair welcomed councillor colleagues, the clerk, LCC Cllrs Jenny Purcell and PBC Cllr David Cockburn Price to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from Cllr Law-Riding, Cllr Mike Goulthorpe

Cllr Williams and Cllr Salter declared a non-pecuniary interest in the planning application for Lower Broach Farm.

	ACTIONS  








    

	2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record
	

	
3. LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL AND PENDLE BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORTS

PENDLE BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Town Council has voted to appoint an external organiser for the Blues Festival with decisions still to be made in relation to the Fringe festival.  Cllr Cockburn-Price will update future meetings as arrangements are agreed.

Pendle Borough Council is to review its Local Plan, particularly in relation to its allocation of new build properties.  The core strategy currently identifies the requirement for 298 houses, but concerns have been raised that the figures do not now correlate with the Government’s revised figures.

In addition, house types are focussed on 3 or 4 bed houses, with no provision for starter homes or suitable elderly provision.  The Colne Neighbourhood Plan also outlines the viability of bringing forward brownfield sites.  Given the above, it is felt, that the Local Plan should be revisited.  It is anticipated the review will take place over the next 18 months to two years.

Pendle Borough Council has budget issues, like many other Councils and it is inevitable that cut-backs will need to take place in relation to non-statutory and non-contractual services.  The Council is currently looking at leisure provision, which on the whole, is operating at a loss and in buildings that have various structural and maintenance issues. 

The Council is in discussion with Pendle Leisure Trust to look at ways in which service provision could be improved and extended to support financial improvements.

CYAG

Indoor cricket sessions have been help at Privet, with 21 young people attending.  

CYAG will now begin to visit primary schools to promote their services amongst the younger age groups.  St Michael’s school in Foulridge will be included in the visits.

Outreach events are also planned, either weekly or fortnightly, at local venues where  sessions will include crafts, board games etc to encourage engagement with local young people.

Speed Indication Devices (SPIDs) will be purchased by Trawden Parish Council, with the support of Pendle Borough Council.  Proposed locations will need to be inspected and volunteers, who will help manage them, will need to be trained and insured.  It is envisaged that the Lengthsman of each parish would undertake these activities.  Cllr Cockburn Price was advised that Foulridge Parish Council does not have a Lengthsman and he agreed to feed this information back.

LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

Cllr Salter informed the meeting that the large bend warning sign close to the bus shelter is not working.  Cllr Purcell will inform Highways at Lancashire County Council and request repair.

A Councillor and the Clerk shared details of concerns raised by local residents at the siting of the grit bin at Stoney Lane and frustrations that the current positioning was reducing parking spaces.  Cllr Purcell confirmed that the grit bin had been requested to be placed back in its original position, during her discussions with Highways.  Cllr Purcell undertook to contact the Head of Highways, the following day, and establish who had given permission for the grit bin to be placed in its current position.  Cllr Purcell would also request that the Head of Highways arrange for it to be relocated back to its original position.

Cllr Purcell outlined her concerns at the lack of gully cleaning at Noyna View and her intention to raise this with the Chief Executive, following a number of requests for cleaning.

The visit by the Cabinet Member for road safety to Foulridge, rescheduled for 7th December 21 has been cancelled for the fourth time.  Councillors expressed their frustration at this, given that visits have taken place in other villages.  Cllr Purcell to feedback the Council’s frustrations.


4. FINANCE

Outstanding invoices were approved for payment.

	
	Description
	Amount
	Date Paid
	Payment Method
	Budget ID

	1
	Clerk Salary
	349.31
	30.11.21
	TFR
	26

	2
	Caretaker Salary
	236.12
	30.11.21
	TFR
	28

	3
	Post Office Counters (Stamps)
	7.92
	29.10.21
	TFR
	27

	4
	J Waine Grasscutting (9 of 9)
	184.00
	05.11.21
	TFR
	49

	5
	GD North – Curtain Hanging VH
	80.00
	05.11.21
	TFR
	56

	6
	Laptop Services Colne (Antivirus Licence)
	22.00
	29.10.21
	TFR
	56

	7
	Barrels Direct (Planters)
	432.00
	02.11.21
	TFR
	38

	8
	Pendle Borough Council Playground Insp
	71.40
	05.11.21
	TFR
	44

	9
	British Legion Remembrance Wreath
	17.50
	12.11.21
	TFR
	55

	10
	Lanlee – Handyman Materials
	25.78
	05.11.21
	TFR
	42

	11
	Hazel Nicholson Christmas Party Gifts
	60.96
	05.11.21
	TFR
	33

	12
	Amazon Printer Ink
	34.98
	02.11.21
	TFR
	27

	13
	Mercerprint Calendars
	178.80
	08.11.21
	TFR
	58

	14
	E-ON Next Sports Pavilion Electricity
	14.64
	23.11.21
	TFR
	36

	15
	HMRC
	8.45
	30.11.21
	TFR
	29

	16
	Bulbils – Bulbs for Planters
	247.61
	23.11.21
	TFR
	38

	17
	Water Plus Allotments Water
	131.51
	05.11.21
	TFR
	37

	18
	Stateley Lighting
	1803.00
	
	TFR
	34

	19
	PBC Maintenance to Ariel Runway
	204.26
	
	TFR
	44

	
	
	£4,110.24
	
	
	





5. COMMUNITY UPDATE

Cllr Storey confirmed that this year’s Christmas tree was slightly smaller than last year’s tree at 17ft, rather than 20ft, but the Parish Council has been charged accordingly. Following discussions it was agreed that alternative quotes would be sought for future years.

Councillors discussed the need for obtaining a Booker Cash and Carry card, for use by the Parish Clerk to obtain items required for the Village Hall. Previous purchases on-line has led to multiple delivery dates, the payment of multiple delivery charges and difficulty in identifying the quality of goods offered online.  The ability to purchase items at one outlet in bulk, where necessary, would make the process more efficient.  It was agreed that the Clerk should submit an application.

Cllr Knowles questioned whether there has been further progress on the plans for the pizza van at the Pendle Polymers car park.  Parish Councillors and Cllr Cockburn Price advised that they have not received any further information on progress.

Cllr Salter advised the meeting that he had visited the engravers with regards the possibility of engraving the correct inscription on the rear of the Winston Churchill Memorial plaque.  However, the engravers advised that this would not be possible, as there is the likelihood that the engraving would come through to the rear of the plate and create weak areas, prone to cracking.  The cost of a replacement brass plaque would be £320 plus vat.

The engravers provided an alternative solution of Vynalast materials at a cost of £110.00 plus vat.  Cllr Salter referred Councillors to an example of the product, previously circulated by email.  It was agreed that Cllr Salter should proceed with ordering the alternative solution.

Concerns have been received by Councillors and the Parish Clerk in relation to the erection of barbed wire at the cricket field.  Cllr Whitfield spoke to the Cricket Club and requested that the barbed wire be removed, as it was considered a safety issue.  The Cricket Club advised that there are concerns that the barriers and signage asking people not to take dogs or motorbikes onto the cricket field have been torn down and damage has taken place to the field and the timber barriers.  The timber barriers have now been replaced by steel barriers with barbed wire across the top.  Despite being asked to remove the barbed wire, it remains in place. 

Cllr Whitfield has spoken further with the Cricket Club and advised them if the barbed wire is not removed it would consider that the Cricket Club has taken full responsibility for any injury   or accident caused, as a result of the barbed wire remaining in place.  It was agreed that a letter outlining the Cricket Club’s responsibility should be sent by the Parish Council.

Pendle Borough Council has consulted the Parish Council regards Public Spaces Protection Orders for sports/play areas in Foulridge.  The Parish Council has confirmed that the orders should include no dogs on both the play area and cricket field, with dogs allowed on leads at the unused field adjacent to the  cricket field.  The report is due to be presented at the Colne District Committee meeting in January 2022 for approval.

The annual Christmas lunch has been cancelled, due to concerns with regards to Covid, and a need to ensure people’s well-being.  It is intended that a lunch will be held at a date in the future, when it is considered safe to do so.  A discussion took place in relation to the caterer for the event and it was agreed that a further £100  would be paid for items already purchased by the caterer.

Pendle Leisure Trust has contacted the Parish Council requesting a donation to the free swimming lessons for children during the holidays.  The Parish Council has previously donated 50% of the amount and the school the additional 50%.  However, the Parish Council has been asked to donate 100% of the amount this year.  It was agreed that Pendle Leisure Trust should be asked to contact the school to establish if they will be making a donation and figures should be obtained as to how many children in Foulridge have accessed the scheme in previous years.  Once further information has been received it will be brought to a future meeting for a decision.

Progress was requested regards the hopper and Cllr Whitfield advised that he was awaiting further information on design, but would feedback at a future meeting.

Cllr Nicholson raised concerns at the lack of progress on the Station Road site, which has been an eyesore for many years.  Cllr Cockburn Price confirmed that the final stage was the submission of drainage plans.  Once approved then demolition works are able to commence.
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	6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Lower Broach Farm application has been invalidated by Pendle BC Planners.

8 Waller Hill planning application – the Parish Council has no comment on this application.

7. HORTICULTURE AND ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Clarke advised the meeting that the spring bulbs arrived on Friday 3rd January 2021.  It is planned that the planters will be refilled on Thursday 9th December and damaged planters removed at the same time.  Cllr Clarke asked for volunteers to assist with planting.  The pots at the rear yard of the Village Hall have now been relocated to the back wall of the Four Elephants and the begonia pots need clearing. Cllr Clarke asked Cllr Howson if she could arrange a volunteer effort to sweep and remove weeds on  the pavement at the Four Elephants

Cllr Clarke advised the meeting that he had been made aware of culvert repairs at Skipton Old Road.

Cllr Whitfield confirmed that he has asked the Allotment Association to promote the plans for a children’s project for next year.

Pollarding of trees is also necessary on the allotments.  Cllr Whitfield to contact the tree surgeon.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
 
The Clerk shared details of correspondence received since the last meeting and confirmed that all correspondence had been dealt with.  Cllr Salter shared details of correspondence with British Heart Foundation and the request to include details of defibrillator locations on the national list The Circuit.  He confirmed that details have now been shared and included on the list.


DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th January 2022 at 7.15pm
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