 FOULRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.20 pm on Monday, 5th July 2021
										                            
												     
	1    WELCOME, APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chair welcomed all councillor colleagues, the new clerk, and members of the public to the meeting.  

Apologies were received from the Neighbourhood Policing team, as they were attending a serious incident in a nearby town

Councillors Williams and Salter declared a personal interest, as near neighbours, to a planning matter related to Lower Broach Farm.  The matter formed part of the Agenda item 8 (Planning Applications).  It was agreed that they would not participate in any discussions or votes that may arise from this matter.

It was further agreed that item 8, to include the matter of Lower Broach Farm, should be brought forward on the Agenda, to allow members of the public to present their concerns, relating to the proposed plans.
	ACTIONS  












    

	2	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 14th JUNE 2021

The Minutes were approved as a true and correct record
	

	
3	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Further to publication of the plans for Lower Broach Farm in Pendle Borough Council’s Weekly List, and subsequent concerns raised with a Parish Councillor, the Chair requested further information on the matter from Pendle Council’s Head of Planning.  His response, outlined below, was shared with all attendees of the meeting.

‘What we all need to be cognisant of however is that this is not an application where anyone’s view on whether this is or is not a good idea planning wise is relevant. This is purely a matter of planning law. What they are asking for is whether or not their proposed use is within the provisions of the Use Classes Order Class C3. That is the only matter to be considered so it may be worth guiding people on that and inform them that any opinions on whether it is or is not a good idea, if it has a safe access etc, etc will be ignored as they do not go to the question of lawfulness’

Councillor Knowles indicated to members of the public that the Parish Council, in light of the response from the Head of Planning, would not be in a position to discuss the matter further, or undertake a vote against, or in favour of the proposals, given it was not a planning application in the true sense.  However, Councillors agreed that they were happy to note the concerns raised by members of the public, and pass those concerns to the Head of Planning at Pendle Borough Council.

Mr Ian Barker, representing the views of five residents, outlined their concerns;

Mr Barker provided the Chair with a written statement, outlining the objections and concerns, and signed by the residents he represented.  The Chair thanked Mr Barker for his contribution and confirmed that the Parish Council would submit the written statement to the Head of Planning at Pendle Borough Council.

Councillor Clarke raised concerns that members of the public were often unaware of planning applications, and whilst the Weekly List was distributed to include the Parish Council, members of the public may have difficulties accessing the information.

Councillor Goulthorp and Councillor David Cockburn Price outlined the importance of the Parish Council’s views in relation to planning applications.  The Borough Councillors are able to form a view on planning applications, based on the Parish Council’s local knowledge and understanding of community feelings towards a given application.  This was invaluable to them as part of  their decision making approach  to planning applications 

It was agreed that all planning applications should be listed under the standing Planning Applications agenda item going forwards, allowing Councillors to comment on or discuss individual applications, if felt necessary.


	























Clerk














Councillor Knowles




	4	REPORTS (PBC and LCC)
     
Lancashire County Council Councillor Jenny Purcell updated Parish Councillors on works to the Noyna Ford.  Resurfacing works are taking pace, and an engineering solution is being developed to address other issues.

The grit bin at Stoney Lane has been reported to Highways, following residents indicating that they would like the grit bin relocating back to its original location.

Potholes at Station Road have now been logged with Highways.

Issues around road safety associated with the school have also been reported.  Councillor Purcell is to arrange a meeting, at the end of the school day, between LCC Road Safety Officers, herself and Parish Council representatives, both as a means of assessing the problems and agreeing actions that can be implemented to address the concerns raised.

An overhanging tree, opposite the turning to St Michael’s Church and The Vicarage, has been reported as requiring cutback.  It was suggested that Councillor Salter approach the resident informally and request they undertake the works, in the first instance.

Councillor Knowles raised the matter of the road safety report he compiled, outlining road safety issues within Foulridge.  The report was sent to Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety in August 2020, and despite a chase up for response, nothing has been forthcoming other than the standard ‘Community Concern Speed Area’ signs.  Councillor Purcell undertook to follow this up with Lancashire Partnership for Road Safety.

Councillor Cockburn Price provided an update with regards Covid cases, advising that these were currently standing at 400 per 100,000 in Pendle, with the Borough currently the 5th highest across Lancashire.  The majority of cases are being recorded in the 11 to 24 year age group, with monitoring and focussed work taking place to encourage those in areas of low take-up to accept the offer of vaccination.

Colne Youth Action Group (CYAG)

Councillor Cockburn Price outlined how Covid positive testing amongst younger age groups had impacted on attendance at current sessions.  At present approximately 60 young people are regularly attending sessions across the week, with football being the most popular.

A cycling activity has recently been introduced and the potential for sailing activities is being considered.  There is potential for the pizza making activity to be held in Foulridge over the Summer, providing access to an electrical connection can be identified.  Councillor Storey agreed to liaise with Councillor Sarah Cockburn Price regards suitable locations, as well as additional activities which may be possible.




	












Councillor Purcell



Councillor Salter





Councillor Purcell














Councillor Sarah Cockburn Price/Councillor Storey

	5  BUS SHELTER 

Councillor Knowles confirmed that the bus shelter had now been installed and Councillor Whitfield and Councillor Knowles had undertaken an inspection of the works, and approved the invoice for payment.

Councillors agreed that a cleaning schedule needs to be established for the bus shelter and Councillor Whitfield confirmed that he was awaiting response from the window cleaner. 

Councillor Salter agreed to contact the bus company regards the installation of bus stop signage.
	

Clerk



Councillor Whitfield/Councillor Salter




	6    FINANCE  
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS

	
	Description
	Amount
	Date Paid
	Payment Method
	Budget ID

	1
	HMRC Tax Month 2 – May 2021
	66.00
	21.06.21
	TFR
	29

	2
	Handyman- Play Park/Notice Board/Repairs
	154.83
	08.06.21
	TFR
	24/43/44

	3
	Karl’s Bookeeping – Internal Audit
	150.00
	04.06.21
	TFR
	32

	4
	J Waine - Grasscutting
	184.00
	09.06.21
	TFR
	49

	5
	Zurich Insurance Insurance Allotments Assoc.
	250.43
	09.06.21
	TFR
	25

	6
	Amazon – Printer Ink
	47.18
	14.06.21
	TFR
	27

	7
	Roland Ward and Partners – Digger Insurance
	307.24
	17.06.21
	TFR
	25

	8
	Clerk – Salary (K Mahoney) – Month 3 June 21
	108.84
	30.06.21
	TFR
	26

	9
	Clerk Final Salary (S. Dickinson) – Month 3 June 21
	247.61
	30.06.21
	TFR
	26

	10
	Caretaker Salary – Month 3 June 21
	236.12
	30.06.21
	TFR
	28

	11
	Hedgehogg Florists – Floral Tribute
	34.50
	20.06.21
	TFR
	55

	12
	HMRC – Tax Month 3 June 2021
	59.60
	30.06.21
	TFR
	29

	13
	Thompson Removals
	40.00
	24.06.21
	TFR
	55

	14
	Internal Transfer Village Hall (Allocation Corrected)
	100.00
	04.06.21
	TFR
	55

	15
	BC Energy
	3919.20
	29.06.21
	TFR
	43

	16
	Zurich Insurance (Parish Council – 5 Year Renew)
	1466.51
	07.06.21
	TFR
	25

	
	
	£7372.06
	
	
	



   
The payment schedule was approved – 16 payments totalling £7372.06.

	

	
A discussion took place with regards to a recommendation from the internal auditors to introduce a debit card associated to the Parish Council bank account, to allow all Parish Council business purchases to be made on a single card, rather than Parish Councillors obtaining a receipt and claiming reimbursement through petty cash.  It was agreed that a single debit card would limit the ability of Parish Councillors to obtain small items at short notice, and would place sole responsibility on the Parish Clerk for such purchases, which would make the system of such purchases both cumbersome and inconvenient for all parties.  It was agreed that all future reimbursements would take place though bank transfer only.

Following on from the previous meeting Councillor Knowles reminded all Councillors that we agreed to identify potential future projects and commit funding to.  A number of ideas were shared and agreed.  Further discussion will take place in due course.
	


ALL

      





ALL                                                                                                                                                 

	  

7  REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT
 
The checklist, previously circulated to all Parish Councillors, was discussed and it was agreed that the current processes and procedures were acceptable.
	








	8   COMMUNITY UPDATE

Councillor Knowles presented the draft benches policy, aimed at providing guidance in granting permission for the placement of new benches on Parish Council land.  It was suggested that a specific design approach should be adopted, to ensure consistency.  It was further agreed that there should be a limit placed on numbers of benches granted. Councillors Clarke and Salter agreed to explore design options, and feedback at a future meeting.  Councillors agreed that the benches policy should be adopted, taking into account previous comments.

Councillor Clarke confirmed that the missing ‘Welcome to Foulridge’ sign had now been replaced.

Councillor Knowles confirmed that the missing street, sign on the corner of Warehouse Lane/Barnoldswick Rd, has been reported to Highways for replacement.  Highways advised that street signs are ordered in batches, and therefore the sign would take some time to be replaced, but that the matter was in hand.
	


Councillors Clarke/Salter

	
Councillors Howson and Storey have undertaken visits to the gardens put forward for consideration for Best Garden, and have taken photographs.  They will now consider the applications, and advise of winners at a future meeting.

Councillor Whitfield will undertake visits to the allotments, in order to choose a winner in the Best Allotment and Most Improved Allotment categories.  It was agreed that certificates would be awarded to prize-winners, along with a rosette to display.

Councillor Storey presented proposals for the annual calendar, under the theme ‘Then and Now’.  Costs for printing have risen slightly this year, but it was agreed that the project should go ahead.

Councillor Storey requested that coffee mornings in the Village Hall resume after the 19th July 2021, following the easing of lockdown rules after that date.  This course of action was agreed.         
	

Councillors Howson/Storey


Councillor Whitfield






Councillor Storey




	9  HORTICULTURE AND ALLOTMENTS
     
 Councillor Knowles reported that all play equipment at the allotments had now been removed.

Councillor Whitfield confirmed that he had purchased a sample tool kit for issuing to children who wish to be involved in the cultivation of a small patch on their relative/friend’s allotment.  Councillor Whitfield will speak to the allotment association regards the potential to progress this idea, and ask them to contact tenants and encourage children to get involved.  The Parish Council agreed the allocation of £150 to allow for the purchase of further tool kits.

Councillor Whitfeld reported on progress at Field E. The void resulting from land slippage has now been backfilled and digger works have been undertaken to form a banking, which has improved things greatly.  Digging has also started for installation of the drains.

Councillor Whitfield also confirmed that weeding has been completed in the community garden.

10 CORRESPONDENCE

The Parish Clerk has received correspondence in relation to a request for nominations for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Services.  Councillors were asked to consider potential nominees and put forward any suggestions to Councillor Knowles.
	



Councillor Whitfield














ALL


    

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 2nd August 2021 at 7.30 pm

